Amendments to the Claims 

The following listing of claims replaces all prior listings, and all prior 
versions, of claims in the application. 



Listing of Claims 

1 . (currently amended) Device for indicating tension in tension means^ 

the device comprising: 

a ,,,si;)r jn,g, \¥h,jch Js, .reversely,,, cy ryed,, to „form , a„ ,c|osed„ end,, and, .two 

opposed leas extending from the ck>sed end such that in use the spring 
»¥i?*H9h Js placed around a rigid web which forms the-a^connection between a 
strap and tension means , and is surrounded in a streamlined shape by *he~a 
formed loop of the strap ; 

» .whe[Mljll§.iigM£i'^^^^ allows for a recoverable deformation of the 

spring under tensioni^and vv4'4k^val4c^¥B" for a scale on which the tension can 
be read; 



a formed jpiece^^^ 
spring surround 

ciosed end of the spring^ etefa€^eFfee44fr^y=^ spring is-being^combined 
with a-ihejormed piece in a positively engaging manner such that the tension 
of the tension means deforms the spring up to t4^>€v an.,©'^d position 
determined by the formed piece within a lower range, and such that the 
tension does not further deform the spring in a second upper range of the 
tension since the spring contacts ^he.tbrmed piece in te-elesBd-fee end 
position - with the result that there is no overtension, and thus no change in 
the spring constant of the spring and in a predetermined indication range . 



2. (currently amended) Device according to Claim 1 , Ghara<:)ter i zed4n 
tha^a-wherein the combination of the spring and the formed piece is a 



3 



device in which the individual parts ean -be are both teese-a6-weU-a% 
pfefeFaMyr-rigidly anchored. 



3. (currently amended) Device according to Claim 1 , ef^^afaelef»e44f=^ 
y=^-whe re j n th e formed piece has two legs and is deformable in a pressure- 
dependent manner until reaching the positive-engaging end position , tl^at-the 
formed piece feftew^fonowinq the movement of the spring , and that based on 
the changing position of the two legs QlUie^fornigcLsiece^ respective 
pretensioning force is readable by means of a dimensional indicator . 

4. (currently amended) Device according to Claim 1 , 9[wa<^€m^€K^m 
^^'MlSCiioJhe formed piece is designed to be dimensionally stable 
independently of the pressure. 

5. (currently amended) Device according to Claim 1 , Glwa€^effie44fi 
tl^a^wherein the spring and the formed piece are fabricated out of different 

materialSy-^^efer^afely'-s^BB^"^^ 

6. (currently amended) Device according to Claim 1 , €4w-aG*8f4^ed-4R 
t^*Mi§IMlthe spring encloses the formed piece , or the form e d piec e 
ebfffeMf^-the-^pw^ as to bring about a rigid anchoring between the two 
components. 

7. (currently amended) Device according to Claim 1 , eha-ra^^vrkad-in 
Ina4^-wherein the formed piece includes dimensional indicators which are one 
of directly engraved or saB-be-mounted on the formed piece as separate 
components. 

8. (currently amended) Device according to Claim 1 , etefae^effeed^R 
tl^^-whe rej n th e formed piece has mounted Iheregn aB-ilr-a movable 
component which is displaced along a track by the motion of the spring so as 
to produce an expanded indication range . 
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9. (currently amended) Use of the device according to Claim 1 for 
tension means "Sy#^~^ -se!ected from the group consisting of ratchets and 
shackles. 

10. (new) Device according to Claim 1, wherein the combination of 
the spring and the formed piece is a device in which the individual parts are 
both loose. 

1 1 . (new) Device according to Claim 5, wherein the spring and the 
formed piece are fabricated out of, respectively, spring steel and plastic. 
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